FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT ANNUAL REPORT
October 1, 2001 - September 30, 2002

We prepared our annual Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) report pursuant to the requirements
of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(e), and guidance issued by the Office of Information and Privacy of
the U.S. Department of Justice. Our FOIA annual report covers the 2002 fiscal year from
October 1, 2001 to September 30, 2002.

L. Basic Information
A. If you have questions about this report, contact:
FOIA Officer

Federal Housing Finance Board
1777 F Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

E-mail address: FOIA@fhfb.gov
Phone number: 202/408-2511
Fax number: 202/408-2580

B. You can find our FOIA annual report on the World Wide Web at: www.thfb.gov/FOIA.

C. To obtain a copy of our FOIA annual report in paper form, send a request by e-mail, fax
or regular mail to the address listed above.

11. How to Make a FOIA Request

To make a FOIA request for Finance Board records, you should submit a written request that
includes a clear and specific description of the records or information you want, along with your
name, address, telephone number, and electronic mail address, if any. We may assess a fee to
process your request in accordance with our FOIA regulation, which is codified at 12 C.F.R. part
910. You can submit your FOIA request by regular mail to the FOIA Officer, Federal Housing
Finance Board, 1777 F Street NW, Washington, DC 20006. You also may submit your request
by fax at 202/408-2580, or electronically at FOIA@fhfb.gov. If you need further assistance you
may send an e-mail to FOIA@fhfb.gov or call 202/408-2511.

A. Response-time ranges.

It is our policy to respond promptly to all FOIA requests. We make every effort to respond
within the 20 working days time limit provided by the FOIA. We responded to 117 of the 124
FOIA requests we processed during the 2002 fiscal year within 20 working days.
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B. Why did we not grant some requests?

e The requested records or information were exempt from disclosure to the public under one or
more FOIA exemptions.

e We did not have any records responsive to the request.

e The request was procedurally deficient, e.g., it did not reasonably describe the requested
records.

II1. Definitions of Terms and Acronyms Used in the Annual Report

Finance Board: The independent executive agency established by Congress as the Federal
Housing Finance Board.

FY: Fiscal year.

FOIA/PA request: Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act request. A FOIA request generally is
a request for access to records concerning a third party, an organization or a particular topic of
interest. A Privacy Act request is a request for records concerning oneself; such requests also are
treated as FOIA requests. (All requests for access to records, regardless of which law is cited by
the requester, are included in this report.)

Initial request: A request to a federal agency for access to records under the FOIA.

Appeal: A request to a federal agency asking that it review at a higher administrative level a full
denial or partial denial of access to records under the FOIA, or any other FOIA determination
such as a matter pertaining to fees.

Processed request or appeal: A request or appeal for which an agency has taken a final action in
all respects.

Multi-track processing: A system in which simple requests requiring relatively minimal review
are placed in one processing track and more voluminous or complex requests are placed in one or
more other tracks. Requests in each track are processed on a first-in/first out basis. A requester
who has an urgent need for records may request expedited processing (see below).

Expedited processing: An agency will process a FOIA request on an expedited basis when a
requester has shown an exceptional need or urgency for the records that warrants prioritization of
the request over other earlier requests.
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Simple request: A FOIA request that an agency using multi-track processing places in its fastest
(non-expedited) track based on the volume or simplicity of the requested records.

Complex request: A FOIA request that an agency using multi-track processing places in a slower
track based on the volume or complexity of requested records.

Grant: An agency decision to disclose all records in full in response to a FOIA request.

Partial grant: An agency decision to disclose a record in part in response to a FOIA request,
deleting information determined to be exempt under one or more of the FOIA's exemptions; or a
decision to disclose some records in their entirety, but to withhold others in whole or in part.

Denial: An agency decision not to release any part of a record or records in response to a FOIA
request because all of the information in the requested records is determined by the agency to be
exempt under one or more of the FOIA's exemptions, or for some procedural reason (such as
because no record is located in response to a FOIA request).

Time limits: The time period in the FOIA for an agency to respond to a FOIA request (ordinarily
20 working days from proper receipt of a "perfected" FOIA request).

"Perfected" request: A FOIA request for records that adequately describes the records sought,
has been received by the agency's FOIA office, and for which there is no remaining question

about the payment of applicable fees.

Exemption 3 statute: A federal statute other than the FOIA that prohibits the disclosure of a
certain type of information; basis for withholding information under FOIA section (b)(3).

Median number: The middle, not average, number. For example, of 3, 7 and 14, the median
number is 7.

Average number: The number obtained by dividing the sum of a group of numbers by the
quantity of numbers in the group. For example, of 3, 7 and 14, the average number is 8.

V. Exemption 3 Statutes

None.
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V. Initial FOIA/PA Access Requests

A. Numbers of initial requests.

1. Number of requests pending as of end of FY2001 .........ccocvviiiiiieniieeieeeeeee e 7
2. Number of requests received during FY2002........ccoooviiiiiiieeiiieeee et 119
3. Number of requests processed during FY2002.........ccccveeiiiiiiieeniieeeiee et 124
4. Number of requests pending as of end of FY2002 .........ccooviiiiiieiiiienieecee e 2
B. Disposition of initial requests.

1. Number of total rants .........c.eeviiiiieiieiiieiecte ettt seaesbeesaeeesseees 86
2. Number of partial rants ...........ccceoieiiiiiiiiiiieieee et 5
3. NUMDBET Of dENTALS.....cuiiiiiiiiieie et 1

a. Number of times we used each FOIA exemption:

(1) EXEMPLION 1 .eoiiiiiiiieiieeiieieeeie ettt ettt ete et e b e s eesteeesbeesbeessseensaessseessnassseensnens 0
(2) EXCIMPLION 2 ..ottt et ettt ettt et et e et e s it e e bt e snbeebeesabeebeeenbeenneans 0
(3) EXCMPLION 3 ..ottt ettt ettt ettt e e bt e s taeesbeessbeessaassseensaesssaenseassseenseens 0
(4) EXCMPLION 4 ..ottt ettt et ettt et et e et e sat e e bt e sabeebeesabeebeasnseeseens 3
(5) EXCIMPLION 5 ..oiiiiiiiieiieeie ettt ettt et et e e bt e s e e esteessseesseassseensaesssaenseassseenseens 2
(6) EXCIMPLION 6 ..ttt ettt ettt ettt e et e st e et essbeeteesabeeseeenbeeseens 2
(7) EXCIMPLION 7(A) 1rtiurietieeieeiteeeteertteeteesteeeteesteesseessaeeseessseesaessseesseassseenseessseeseessseenseens 0
(8) EXEMPLION 7(B) ..ottt ettt ettt et e b e 0
(9) EXCMPLION 7(C) rrirriaiiieiiieiieeieeeite ettt e et et e ste e tee e bt essaeesaesaseesseessseesaesssaenseessseenseens 1
(10) EXEMPLION 7(D)..uvvieiiiieeiiie ettt ettt see et e e s vee e taeesnaaeessaaeessseesnsaeenseeennnes 0
(11) EXEMPUON 7(E) 1outiiiiiiiieeieeiie ettt ettt ettt st sete e seesnbeeseeensaenneens 0
(12) EXEMPLION 7(F) cuvriieiiieeiiee ettt e e et e et e e saae e e naeeenaeeenseeenenas 0
(13) EXEMIPLION 8 ....ooeiiiieiiieeiieeieeete ettt ettt et ettt e bt estaeeteeeabeesbeassseeseesnseenseasnseensnans 2
(14) EXEMPLION D ..eoiiiiieeiee ettt ettt ettt e et e e et e e enseeesssaeesnsaeesnsaeesnseeennseas 0
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4. Other reasons for nondisclosure (t0tal) .........ccccvveieiiieriiieiiieecee e 32
B 110 TECOTAS .ttt ettt ettt e b e e a e et e e et e e bt e e abe e bt e sab e e bt e eabe e bt e sabeenbeenaeas 28
B TETRITALS ..ttt ettt et sb et st 3
C. TEQUESt WITRATAWI ....eiiiiiiiiciie et eree e e e naeeeeeeas 0
d. fee-Telated TEASOM ......iiuiiiiiiiiiieiee ettt 0
e. records not reasonably described ............ooociieiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 1
f. not a proper FOIA request for some other reason ...........cccoocvevieriieiieniiieniieeieeie e 0
€. N0t AN AZENCY TECOTA ...viiuiieiiietieiieie ettt et et e st et e eteettesteesbeentesseesseeneesseensesneesseensens 0
h. AUPLICALE TEQUEST ..eouviiiiieiieeiii ettt ettt ettt e et e sebeebeeeneeesseeenbeenseens 0
1. OthET (SPECIEY) 1onerieiiiie ettt e et e e e et e e eaa e e eabeesnseeensaeennneas 0

VI Appeals of Initial Denials of FOIA/PA Requests

A. Numbers of appeals.

1. Number of appeals received during FY2002 ........c.oooiiriiiiiiiiiiieeee e 0
2. Number of appeals processed during FY2002.........cccoeviiriiiiiieiiienieeieereeeie e eve e 0

B. Disposition of appeals.

1. Number completely Upheld..........cocieiieiiiiiiiiiiciecece e N/A
2. Number partially reVEIrSE........cccuieciieriieiieiie ettt ettt beeseneennees N/A
3. Number comPletely reVETSEA ......cccvieruiiiiieiieeieeiie ettt ettt et ereebeesane e N/A

a. Number of times we used each FOIA exemption:

(1) EXEMPLION 1 ..iiiiiiiiieiiieiie ettt ettt e esseesaeessaenseeesseensaesnsaens N/A
(2) EXEMPLION 2 ..ottt ettt ettt ettt et e et e et e e bt e enbeenaeesnbeens N/A
(3) EXCMPLION 3 ..ottt ettt et s e et eeaeesteeesseesaeesbaenseessseensnesnsaens N/A
(4) EXCMPLION 4 ...ttt et e et e et e et eeeaaeeeasaeesseeessaeesnsseeensseesnseens N/A
(5) EXCMPLION 5 ..ottt ettt ettt et ettt e e aeesteessseesaeesbaenseassseensaesnsaens N/A
(6) EXCMPLION 6 ..ottt e et e et e e etteeeavaeeaseeessaeeensseeensaeesnseeas N/A
(7) EXCIMPLION 7(A) 1iiiutieeiiieiieeieeieeeieeieesteeteeseteebeesateenbeessaeesseessaesnsaesssessseenssessseenseenns N/A
(8) EXEMPLION 7(B .oeeeeiieieiiieeiie ettt et e et e et e e e rae e e rae e e baeesnnae s N/A
(9) EXCMPLION 7(C) 1ereuriiiiiiiiieeieeiieeiteeiteeite et e eteeteesiteebeestaeesseessaesssaesseesnseensaesssaeseanns N/A
(10) EXemMPLION 7(D)..uveieiiiieeiie ettt ettt et e st e e s aaeesav e e esaveeeasaeennaaean N/A



(11) EXEMPUION 7(E) cuvieeiiiieeiie ettt e sve e et e et eesaeeesseeennaaeas N/A

(12) EXEMPLON 7(F) 1outiiiiiieiieeie ettt ettt et ettt e e esaeenbaeneeens N/A
(13) EXEIMPLION 8 ..ottt ee et e et e et e e e e e e s e e esseeessaeeensaeeensaeesnneens N/A
(14) EXEMPLON 9 ..ottt ettt ettt et e et e e saeesnbeensaeenseens N/A
4. Other reasons for nondisclosure (t0tal) .........cccocvieeiiiieiiiieiiieee e N/A
Q. 10 TECOTAS .ttt ettt et b et et sbe e bt et e e bt e bt et e saee bt et e eaeesbeenees N/A
DL TEICTTALS ...ttt st e N/A
C. T@QUESt WItRATAWN ..ottt et et e e ens N/A
d. fee-related TRASOM ......cc.uiiiiiiii ettt N/A
e. records not reasonably described ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e N/A
f. not a proper FOIA request for some other reason ..........cccccveeeeieeeeieeecieeeiiee e N/A
€. NOt AN AZENCY TECOTA ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e et e st e e beesateenbeesseeeneeas N/A
h. QUPLICALE TEQUEST ....eeviieiiieeiie ettt ettt et et eesaeebeesaaeensaesaseenseeenne N/A
1. other (appeal was not timely filed) ........ccooooiriiiiiiiii, N/A

VII. Compliance with Time Limits/Status of Pending Requests

A. Median and average processing time for requests processed during FY2002.

1. We use one track to process all FOIA requests.

a. nNUMDbET Of TEQUESES PrOCESSEA ...eovvviiiiiiiiieiieeieeiie ettt bee e et eeeseenns 124
b. median number of working days t0 PrOCESS ........cceeevierieriiiinieiiieie e 2
c. average number of working days t0 PrOCESS .......cccecveriieriierieiiiienreeieeeeeereeeee e 59

2. Requests accorded expedited processing.

a. NUMDbET Of TEQUESES PTOCESSEA ...eoovviiiiieiiieiieeie ettt ettt seaeebaeeeseens N/A
b. median number of working days t0 PrOCESS ......ccccceerirriiierieriiienieeieeee e N/A
c. average number of working days t0 PrOCESS ........cccceeviieriieiiienieeieenieeieesneeveeneeeens N/A

NOTE: We did not receive any requests for expedited processing.



B. Status of pending requests.

1. Number of requests pending as of end of FY2002 .........cccovieiiiiiniiienieeeeeee e 2
2. Median number of days that such requests were pending as of that date ....................... 3
3. Average number of days that such requests were pending as of that date ...................... 3

VIII. Comparisons with FY2001

A. Number of requests reCeived ........cccvevvveerienieeiiienieeieenee. 181 (FY2001)/119 (FY2002)
B. Number of requests processed..........cccceeveeerieenieenieeniennnen. 177 (FY2001)/124 (FY2002)
C. Median numbers of days requests were pending at year end.....6 (FY2001)/3 (FY2002)
D. Expedited processing requests.

1. Number of expedited processing requests received .................. 0 (FY2001)/0 (FY2002)

2. Number of expedited processing requests processed ................ 0 (FY2001)/0 (FY2002)

IX. Costs/FOIA Staffing

A. Staffing levels.

1. Number of full-time FOIA personnel ..........cccccocoveeiieiiiiiiienieeiiesee et 0
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2. Number of current personnel with part-time or occasional FOIA duties (in total work-years)

............................................................................... .55 work-years

3. Total number of personnel (in work-years) ......................... .55 work-years
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4. Comparison with FY2001

a. Number of full-time FOIA personnel ...........cccovveiiiiiiiiieiiieeceecee e 0
b. Number of current personnel with part-time or occasional FOIA duties (in work-years)
............................................................................... .575 work-years
c. Total number of personnel (in work-years)......................... .575 work-years
B. Total costs (including staff and all resources).
1. FOIA processing (including appeals) .......c.cccvevveevierieniieieiienieeieeeeesie e sve e $46,660
2. Litigation-related activities (€Stimated) ..........ccerverieriieierieie e $0
3. TOAL COSES .ottt e et e e et e e e e eenae e e e e eaaeeesennnaeeeas $46,660
X. Fees
A. Total amount of fees collected by agency for processing requests...................... $927.94
B. Percentage of total costs (APPrOXIMALE) .......eevvveeeriieeiiieeiieeiie e e eeireeeieeesvee e 2%

XI. FOIA Regulation (Including Fee Schedule)

— e
P

"Finance Board FOIA
Regulation - 12 CFR |
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